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Media monitoring of 2014 local self-governance elections

Election Monitoring of Online Media

June 157 30, 2014

In connection to the local self-governance elections of 2014, the Civic Development Institute (CDI) has
resumed its media monitoring within the frameworks of the EU-UNDP funded project
Media for Electionso. Th eAprihibR014thraughlnng30,i2044 andadversn g p
12 most highly rated Georgian websites that are of a news portal type: netgazeti.ge, droni.ge, politico.ge

(up to September 18), liberali.ge, news.ge, presa.ge, civil.ge, tabula.ge, garbonline.tv, for.ge, dfwatch.net,
palitratv.ge. The report contains the media monitoring results from Junel5 until June 30, inclusive.

The following key findings have been identified during the monitoring of online media:

1 Compared to media monitoring results for 2012 and 2013, significant improvement has still been
observed in online media from the standpoint of both following journalism ethics norms and
objective coverage of subjects.

T Compared to the results of 2013 monitoring, positive changes have still been observed on the
websites presa.ge, droni.ge, tabula.ge

1 Within the given period of monitoring negative approach towards the United National
Movement has still been observed on the web-pages reportiori.ge and for.ge

9 There has been no particularly positive or negative approach observed towards any other
political parties.

1 All websites selected for the monitoring have actively covered issues related to local self-
governance elections.

1 Majority of the websites have covered the election day, the vote counting procedures and
violations identified during the elections in a rather objective way.

netgazeti.ge

Within the monitoring period netgazeti.ge has still been covering ongoing events in the country in a
pretty objective and impartial way. Positive or negative attitude towards any political power has never



been observed on the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed at a high
level. The website has actively covered local self-governance elections.

Among the monitoring subjects the activities of the United National Movement (31%), the Government
(29%), the coalition Georgian Dream (15%) and the Prime Minister (8%) have been covered most
intensively. There have been no especially high percentage indicators of positive or negative tone
registered towards any subject(refer to Diagram 1).

The local self-governance election day has been actively covered on the website. The automatically

updated website i self-governance elections, where the fresh information concerning the election

process has been uploaded during the whole day, has been put in place specifically for that day. After the
elections the website has covered information related to electionresults( f or | nsDraeam : i Hd
won 7 election precincts out of 14, while the na
well as reports prepared by various organizations in regard to violation identified on the election day (for

i nst anc e: registereddy treiGYLA dusingtherunoffo, 29. 06. 2014) .

As a result of the monitoring we may conclude that netgazeti.ge has still been covering ongoing events of
the country pretty objectively. Journalists have been following journalism standards and ethical norms at
a high level. The website has actively and objectively covered the election process.

(Diagram 1, Coverage of subjects, netgazeti.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
netgazeti.ge, according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral M Negative

National Movement 1 89 .

Government |6 73 -
GeorgianDream J 72 .

Prime Minister 90 |
President 99 ‘

Speaker of the Parliament 100



droni.ge

Within the monitoring period netgazeti.ge has still been covering ongoing events in the country in a
pretty objective way. Positive or negative attitude towards any political power has never been observed
on the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed.

Among the monitoring subjects the activities of the Prime Minister (32%), the United National
Movement (18%), the Government (16%) and the coalition Georgian Dream (15%)have been covered
most intensively. There have been no especially high percentage indicators of positive or negative tone
registered towards any subject(refer to Diagram 2).

On the election day the website has actively covered the voting process of various politicians (for
instance: fAKakha Kwhakddedmbhdeshiystoqg] gkl mklsiasitds
Chikaidze arrived at the election precinct and it appeared thathis | D was | eft at home
President has already voted?o, 15.06.2014) .

As a result of the monitoring we may conclude that droni.ge has still been covering ongoing political
processes of the country in an objective and impartial way. There have been no cases of rough violation
of journalism standards and ethical norms registered within the given period of monitoring.

(Diagram 2, Coverage of subjects, droni.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
droni.ge, according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral B Negative
Prime Minister 4 94 I
National Movement | 23 68 I
Government 98 |
Georgian Dream 97 I

Speaker of the Parliament 8 92

President 100



pirveliradio.ge

Within the given period of monitoringpirveliradio.ge has still been covering practically all important
ongoing events of the country in an objective and impartial way. Journalism standards and ethical norms
have been followed. Issues related to local self-governance elections were actively covered.

Among the monitoring subjects the activities of the United National Movement (26%), the coalition
AGeor gi a r24% theGoveromet (23%)and the Prime Minister (22%)have been covered most
intensively. There have been no especially high percentage indicators of positive or negative tone
registered towards any subject(refer to Diagram 3). Neutral tone indicators have prevailed in coverage of
Thilisi mayoral candidates (refer to Diagram 4).

Within the given period of monitoring the website has covered the election related issues pretty actively

andobjecti vely (for instance: fAThe results of electio
preliminary results announced by the CEC, therunoffof Tbi I i si mayoral el ecti
16.06.2014;A Approxi mately 87% of Tbilisi based el ectio
16.06.2014).

Within the given period of monitoring journalism standards have been mostly followed on the webpage,

however we have come across numerous articles containing unverified information. For instance, in the
following articles: faKoibwiklhli dTzkeebnsa |bardozt ehbesr sionn Sbaeke
Sakrebuloodo (18.06.2014) and AThe former head of
(26.06.2014), the journalist used the following language while discussing the possible candidates for the
position of the chairman of Siakrleblbby:i Mtperdi ews
to certain informationéo, nalsr etahdeyy sstaayt e ni nt hteh el IX

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that pirveliradio.gehas coveredelection related issues
pretty actively. Journalism standards have been mostly followed, however, within the given period of
monitoring we have come across numerous articles containing unverified information.



(Diagram3, Coverage of subjects, pirveliradio.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
pirveliradio.ge, according to the tone (%)

M Positive Neutral W Negative

I . o
i~ N

Government I 65 -
g - 1

President | 95 ‘

National Movement

Georgian Dream

Prime Minister

Burjanadze - United Opposition 100

(Diagram4, Coverage of mayoral candidates, pirveliradio.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the mayoral
candidates on pirveliradio.ge
according to the tone (%)

W Positive Neutral W Negative

Davit Narmania - 59 -
Nika Melia I. 83 |

Dimitri Lortkipanidze
Kakha Kukava
Asmat Tkabladze

Giorgi Gachechiladze

liberali.ge

Within the given period of monitoring liberali.ge has still been objectively covering ongoing events of
the country. There has been no positive or negative attitude towards any political power registered on



the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed at a high level. The website has
actively covered the issues related to local self-governance elections.

Among the monitoring subjects the activities of the Government (37%), the United National Movement
(22%), the Prime Minister (13%) and the coalition Georgian Dream (10%)have been covered most
intensively.There have been no especially high percentage indicators of positive or negative tone
registered towards any subject (refer to Diagram 5).

The website has actively covered election related issues as well as statements made by various
organizations concerning violations identified d
precincts populated by ethnic minorities suffer
stolen bulle}tinso, 15.06.2014

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that liberali.gehas still been covering ongoing political
processes pretty objectively.Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed at a high level.

(Diagram 5, Coverage of subjects, liberali.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
liberali.ge, according to the tone (%)

W Positive Neutral M Negative
Government [ 15 83 I
National Movement \ 96 I

Prime Minister [4 86
Georgian Dream [ 66 .
Burjanadze - United Opposition 100
Non-parliamentary Opposition 100

Labour Party 100

news.ge

Within the monitoring period news.ge has still been actively covering ongoing events of the country.
There has been no positive or negative attitude observed towards any political power. Cases of rough
violation of journalism standards and ethical norms have not been registered within the given period.
The website has actively covered local self-governance elections.



Among the monitoring subj ect3%)hhe Gorethmént (%), tikat i on a
coalition @ Ge88)agdtme ArimBMieister(8%0) lfadke been covered most intensively.

There has been no particularly high percentage rate of positive or negative tone registered towards any

subject (refer to Diagram 6).

The website has covered the election process actively and objectively; evaluations made by various

politicians have been c ov e ri thdpopulatipnoGedrgiarejecfedr | nst
conflicts and false promi sesbo, 15.06.2014; ADavi
runoffo , 15.;061.S20m14e ment of the Prime Minister indic
pressureonelecti on commi ssionso, 15.06.2014).

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that news.ge is covering pre-election processes
objectively. Journalism standards and ethical norms are followed.

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that news.ge has covered the election process actively
and objectively. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed.

(Diagram 6, Coverage of subjects, news.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
news.ge, according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral W Negative
National Movement 4 89 I
Government § 79 .
GeorgianDream 5§ 85 I

Prime Minister 79 I
President 95‘

Burjanadze - United Opposition 94‘

presa.ge

Within the given period of monitoring presa.ge has still been covering ongoing political events of the
country pretty objectively. There has been no positive or negative attitude observed towards any political
power on the website. Journalism stanaards and ethical norms have been followed. The election day has
been covered actively.



Among the monitoring subjects the United National Movement (30%), the coalition Georgian Dream
(29%), the Prime Minister (14%) and the Government (14%) have been covered most intensively. There
have been no particularly high percentage indicators of positive or negative tone registered towards any
subject (refer to Diagram?7). Positive and neutral tone indicators prevail on the website while covering
Thilisi mayoral candidates (refer to Diagram 8).

On the election day the website covered voting process of various politicians in a pretty active and

objective way (for instance: AfDavid Narmania vot
15.06.2014; ANi ka Mel i a: | am sure tchei Tkidl,i di5. ©
Mi ni ster of Defense v dheéntbrmationabut thelelection@rocesshdsal® 6 . 2 0 1
been covered (for instance: ACEC: as of 12:00, 5
15. 06. 2014 ; siAsVobtyerl 2a:cOtOi vaennde t he voting processo, :
identified during the elections (for instance: i
15.06.2014).

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that presa.ge has still been covering the ongoing political
processes pretty objectively. The website actively covered issues related to local self-governance
elections.

(Diagram 7,Coverage of subjects, presa.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
presa.ge, according to the tone (%)

m Positive Neutral m Negative

National Movement I 77 .
Georgian Dream - 63 .
Prime Minister l 74 I

Government I
Burjanadze - United Opposition I 84

Speaker of the Parliament |93



(Diagram 8, Coverage of mayoral candidates, presa.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the mayoral
candidates on presa.ge
according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral H Negative
Davit Narmania 34 54 -
Nika Melia {12 88
Dimitri Lortkipanidze 89

Kakha Kukava 100
Asmat Tkabladze 96
Giorgi Gachechiladze 100

Irma Inashvili 95

civil.ge

Within the given period of monitoring civil.ge has still been covering ongoing events of the country
pretty objectively and impartially. There has been no positive or negative attitude towards any political
power observed on the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed at a high
level. The website has actively covered the election day.

Among the monitoring subjects the United National Movement (24%), the coalition Georgian Dream
(19%), the Prime Minister (18%) and the Government (15%)have been covered most intensively. There
has been no particularly high percentage rate of positive or negative tone registered towards any subject
(refer to Diagram9). Neutral tone has been prevailing while covering Thbilisi Mayoral candidates (refer to
Diagram 10).

During the election day the website has actively covered information concerning the election process

(for i Mphmhanoein@d Groupsd Report MumcipM Blactiomg Pr oces
Underway 0, 15. @6 . PYA14; Gibvxi GD6s Tbil i si Mayor al Ca
15.06.2014). The website has also covered the election results related issues pretty comprehensively (for

instance: Round-Up of Local Electionsd Preliminary Resul't

As a result of the elections, we may conclude that civil.ge has still been covering ongoing political
processes pretty objectively. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed at a high level.
The website has actively covered the election process.



(Diagram 9, Coverage of subjects, civil.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on civil.ge
according to the tone (%)

W Positive Neutral W Negative

s W
E -~

Prime Minister . 78 I
i~ N

National Movement

Georgian Dream

Government
Burjanadze - United Opposition 100

President 99

(Diagram10, Coverage of mayoral candidates, civil.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the mayoral
candidates on civil.ge
according to the tone (%)

m Positive Neutral W Negative
Davit Narmania - 73 -
Nika Melia 100

Dimitri Lortkipanidze 100
Kakha Kukava 100
Asmat Tkabladze 100

Giorgi Gachechiladze

tabula.ge

Within the given period of monitoring tabula.ge has still been covering ongoing events of the country
pretty objectively. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed on the website. The
comments made by representatives of the United National Movement have been covered most often

10



among the political parties. The election day and issues related to violations identiffed during the day
have been actively covered.

Among the monitoring subjects the United National Movement (37%), the coalition Georgian Dream
(19%), the Government (16%) and the Prime Minister (13%)have been covered most intensively. There
has been no particularly high percentage indicator of positive or negative tone registered towards any
subject(refer Diagram 11). Positive tone indicators prevail on the website while covering Thilisi mayoral
candidates (refer to Diagram 12).

The website has actively and objectively covered the election day, as well as the issues related to the

results of the elections and identified violations (for instance: i | S Fblg Dp.m. the observers submitted

62 claims to the Commissiono, 15.06.2014; AThe r
Thilisiand sevenself-governing citieso, 17.060.2014; nAAccord
Gamgebeli position has been held in 13 distri ct s 0, 17.06.2014) .

tabula.ge has been particularly active in covering the signing of the EU Association Agreement by the

Prime Minister as well as statements made by various politicians in regard to that process (for instance:
fPetriashvili: Letuscelebrat e t oday and start i mplementation of
AThe President: We have-sstadrt €dJ tmeenbreo sthé ptoowar7d
is the first step, we shall believe that this road will take us throughtheend 6, 27 . 06. 2014) .

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that tabula.ge has covered the election day and the
following events pretty actively and objectively. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been
followed.

(Diagram 11, Coverage of subjects, tabula.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
tabula.ge, according to the tone (%)

m Positive Neutral H Negative

- W

National Movement
Georgian Dream
Government

Prime Minister 66

. B
o H

President

m——
[=2]
o

g

Speaker of the Parliament
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(Diagram12, Coverage of mayoral candidates, tabula.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the mayoral
candidates on tabula.ge
according to the tone (%)

M Positive Neutral B Negative

Nika Melia . 79 |

Kakha Kukava I 56 I

Dimitri Lortkipanidze I 69 ‘

reportiori.ge

Within the monitoring period criticism towards the United National Movement has further increased on
reportiori.ge. However, there have been no cases of rough violation of journalism ethical norms
registered on the website during the given period of monitoring.

Among the monitoring subjects the coalition Georgian Dream (27%), the Government (23%), the United
National Movement (17%) and Burjanadze i United Opposition have been covered most intensively.
Arather high percentage indicator of negative tone shall be highlightedin coverage of the United
National Movement (53%), while, on the other hand, high percentage indicator of positive tone has been
registered in case of the coalition Georgian Dream (24%), the Government (23%) and the Prime Minister
(15%) (refer to Diagram13). However, it shall be mentioned that positive or negative tone has been
observed in statements of respondents and not in the texts drafted by reporters.

The website has covered the local self-governance election day pretty actively. The voting process of

Tbilisi mayor al candi dates has been coveramdy duri
votedo, 15.06.2014; ADIi mitr.i Lortkipanidze: I vo
future of our childreno, 15. 06.2014; ANi ka Mel i a
cheaper public transportationandreducedut i | ity f eeso, 15.06.2014) .

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that negative tone towards the United National
Movement still prevails on reportiori.ge. We have not come across cases of rough violation of journalism
ethical norms.

12



(Diagram 13, Coverage of subjects, reportiori.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
reportiori.ge, according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral B Negative
Georgian Dream 24 59 -
Government 23 70 I
National Movement 6 41 -
Burjanadze - United Opposition 11 89 |

Prime Minister 15 84 ‘

President 98

for.ge

Compared to the previous period of monitoring criticism towards the United National Movement has
decreased on for.ge, however negative attitude towards that party is still observed. It shall be noted that
cases of violation of journalism standards and ethical norms have not been registered on the website over
the reporting period.

Among the monitoring subjects activities of the United National Movement (25%), the Government

(23%), the coalition Georgian Dream (20%) and the Prime Minister (9%)have been covered most

intensively. A rather high indicator of negative tone has been registered in case of the United National

Movement (38%) (refer to Diagram 14).A relatively high indicator of negative tone has been allocated to

the coalition Georgian Dream (22%) and Burjanadze i United Opposition (14%). The highest percentage
indicator of positive tone has been observed in coverage of the Prime Minister (20%) that has been

caused by the fact that the website has actively covered statements of the Prime Minister related to
signing of the EU Association Agreement (for ins
Europe! 0, 27.06.2014; AThe EU door has opened fo

Within the given period of monitoring the website has actively covered issues related to the election
results (for instance: fOne exiti ptoody pofedt lte si @
15.06.2014; AA runofifi8saefigloivepmasnecmalel yhelvebsithhaslld . 0 6
also actively covered value judgments of various experts and politicians in regard to the runoff (for
instance: fAWhat wil!/ h a p pf populatioh wik leave Thilisi for suménér,dhe 1 6 .
Government may well |l ose the runoffo, 17.06.20114
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As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude thatcompared to the previous period of monitoring,
for.ge has covered ongoing political processes in a relatively objective way. It is noteworthy that
comments made by representative of various political parties have been covered on the website with
equal frequency.

(Diagram 14, Coverage of subjects, for.ge)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on for.ge
according to the tone (%)

u Positive Neutral B Negative

>

National Movement

Government 87

Prime Minister

President

Georgian Dream . 65
I 77
| 95

Burjanadze - United Opposition ‘ 84 I

dfwatch..net

Within the given period of monitoring dfwatch.net has still been covering ongoing events of the country
pretty objectively and impartially. There has been no positive or negative attitude towards any political
power observed on the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed.

Among the monitoring subjects activities of the United National Movement (32%), the coalition
Georgian Dream (22%), the Government (16%) and the Prime Minister (11%) and have been covered
most intensively. There have been no particularly high indicators of positive or negative tone registered
towards any subject(refer to Diagram15).

The website has covered Mohtei negl e&otei so nS ndoaoyt h(lfyo ri ni n(
El ect i on 0,andisses i@lfted @ €hdefegtion results (f o r i n Exit polh mreff maf be
needed in Tbilisio, 15.06.2014; AEl ection wupdate
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As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that dfwatch.net objectively covers ongoing political
processes of the country. Journalism standards and ethical norms are being followed.

(Diagram 15,Coverage of subjects, dfwatch.net)

Volume of the text allocated to the subjects on
dfwatch.net, according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral W Negative

National Movement 2 82 -

Georgian Dream |14 75 I
Government 9 72 .
Prime Minister & 94
Burjanadze - United Opposition 100

President 97

palitratv.ge

Within the second period of monitoring palitratv.ge has still been objectively and impartially covering
ongoing events of the country. There has been no positive or negative attitude towards any political
power observed on the website. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed. Election
related issues have been actively covered.

Among the monitoring subjects activities of the Government (27%), the United National Movement
(26%),the Prime Minister (17%) and the President (11%)have been covered most intensively. There has
been no particularly high percentage indicator of positive or negative tone observed in relation to any
subject. A relatively high indicator of negative tone has been registered in case of the United National
Movement (26%) and the coalition Georgian Dream (23%) (refer to Diagram 16).

During the election day the website has actively covered voting process of Thilisi mayoral candidates (for

instance: fdADavid Narmania visited the election p
time to release Thilisi from resentful politicsT Ni ka Mel i ado, 15.06.2014) as v
el ection results (for i nstiainReues:t aivA r2u ned@dD6t2014so | & x pr

AfDavid Nar mani a | eaaispoliwasultsrorddsed by 2n¥édifib,a sle5d. 06 . 2014 ) .

15



Within the monitoring period numerous different types of public opinion polls have been held on

palitratv.ge. It shall be noted that balance of opinions has been followed in such stories and respondents
havingdiffere nt opi ni on concerning the i ssue ¥hatwadtlek e h
most unexpected in election results?o0, 16. 06. 201
supporters decy.ease?0, 17.06.20114

As a result of the monitoring, we may conclude that palitratv.ge has still been objectively covering
ongoing political processes. Journalism standards and ethical norms have been followed.

(Diagram 16, Coverage of subjects, palitratv.ge)

Time allocated to the subjects on palitratv.ge
according to the tone (%)

Positive Neutral M Negative
Government (0:42:10) 2 93 I
National Movement (0:39:21) 4 72 -
Prime Minister (0:25:46) 10 88 |
President (0:18:31) 6 94

Georgian Dream (0:16:44) 20 57 .

Speaker of the Parliament (0:08:23) 100

Conclusion

All websites selected for the monitoring have actively covered the election day and the following events.

Compared to the election monitoring of 2012 and 2013, positive changes in Georgian online media are
still being observed in terms of following journalism standards and ethical norms. presa.ge is particularly
worth mentioning, since it has radically changed its work style. The websites droni.ge and tabula.ge have
improved their work from the standpoint of objective coverage.

Within the given period of monitoring negative attitude towards the United National Movement has
been observed on the websites reportiori.geandfor.ge. Compared to the previous period of monitoring, no
significant changes have been introduced in online media.
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