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The Civic Development Institute (CDI) is implementing the monitoring of online media within the
framework of the project entitled “Study of the Media Coverage of the 2016 Parliamentary
Elections” funded by the European Union (EU) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP). The monitoring is carried out from 20 May to 19 December, 2016 and covers 16 online
publications: allnews.ge, ambebi.ge, droni.ge, etanews.ge, info9.ge, interpessnews.ge,
marshalpress.ge, newposts.ge, news.ge, palitratv.ge, pirveli.com.ge, presa.ge, reportiori.ge,
tabula.ge, civil.ge, dfwatch.net.
This report presents the results of media monitoring from 20th May through 10 July 2016.
The monitoring has revealed the following key findings:










Two political parties, the “United National Movement” and the “Georgian Dream –
Democratic Georgia” were most actively covered by the online media;
Out of the 16 web sites selected for monitoring, the negative tone was prevalent in 9 in
connection with the United National Movement. Two websites had a prevalently negative
attitude towards the ruling political group;
Positive tone indicators towards the ruling political group were prevalent on 7 websites.
None of the websites revealed high indicators of positive tone in connection with the
United National Movement;
The online media very actively covered activities of Bidzina Ivanishvili, the former prime
minister and Mikheil Saakashvili, the ex-president of Georgia;
In 10 out of 16 websites negative tone was prevalent when covering Mikheil Saakashvili,
the ex-president of Georgia, while 4 online media sources treated negatively Bidzina
Ivanishvili, the former prime-minister of Georgia;
While 3 websites were favorable towards Bidzina Ivanishvil, none of them showed high
indicators of positive tone in relations to Mikheil Saakashvili;








Only two websites under monitoring display unilaterally positive or negative attitudes
towards different political groups;
The online media reveals the lack of critical thinking. In-depth analyses of the issues are not
common. In most of the cases the websites cover only declarations by political actors and
the activities of the representatives of different state agencies;
On 5 June 2016, five online publications copy pasted the information posted on the website
of the Ministry of the Internal Affairs of Georgia highlighting donation of blood by the
employees of one of the law enforcement bodies as an action of charity. None of the
websites indicated that this article was not the original one. It has to be noted as well, that
four out of these five websites, reveal positive attitude towards the ruling party;
Majority of the websites has more or less adhered to journalistic standards and ethical
norms. We practically did not encounter offensive or discriminatory language of Journalists.

(Remark: the evaluations provided in the present report are based only on the analysis of the
coverage of the political subjects)

allnews.ge
Neither positive nor negative attitude towards any political force was noticeable on allnews.ge
during the monitoring. The website adhered to journalistic standards and ethical norms.
During the given period of monitoring the activities of the government (36%), the United National
Movement (14%), the prime minister (8%) and the “Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia” (7%)
were most intensively covered. Relatively high indicators of negative tone were present in the
coverages of “United National Movement” (36%) and “Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia”
(33%). No exceptionally high indicators of neither positive nor negative tone was found when
covering any of the subjects (parties).
As a result of the monitoring, we can conclude, that allnews.ge objectively and impartially
highlights the political processes in the country. The journalistic standards and ethical norms are
followed to on the website.

ambebi.ge
Neither especially positive nor notably negative attitude towards any political force was
observed on ambebi.ge during the monitoring, however, the criticism of United National
Movement and the ex-president Mikheil SaakaShvili was prevailing. During the period of
monitoring ambebi.ge published an advertisement article in which the ethical norms of
journalism were violated.
Ambebi.ge covered the government (37%), United National Movement (14%) and Georgian Dream
– Democratic Georgia (12%) most intensively. Percentagewise high indicators of negative tone had
been revealed during the coverage of the ex-president Mikhail Saakashvili (59%) and the United

National Movement (23%). The relatively high indicators of positive or negative tones,
percentagewise, have not been revealed while covering other subjects of the monitoring.
An article was published in ambebi.ge during the given period of monitoring (“How Kezerashvili
snatched Senta Petroleum from the owners – details from the much-spoken-of court hearing”, 19
May, 2016), which flagrantly violated the journalistic ethical norms. The mentioned article was
pointed out as being a promotional article and not a work of the editorial office, albeit a media
outlet must make sure, that the material posted on its website conforms with journalistic
standards and ethical norms.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude, that ambebi.ge is not entertaining a specially
positive or negative attitude towards any political force, although the site prevails in the criticism
of the United National Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili to a certain extent.

droni.ge
droni.ge showed a negative disposition towards the United National Movement and a more
positive attitude towards the Georgian government. The high percentage index of positive tone
was revealed while covering the activity of Adjarian government. During the given period of
monitoring we have come across an article in droni.ge, which acutely violated the journalistic
standards and ethical norms.
droni.ge has most intensively covered the activities of the United National Movement (24%), the
government (21%), the prime minister (14%) and Adjarian government (14%). The extremely high
indicators of negative tone, percentagewise, were revealed while covering the former president,
Mikheil Saakashvili (71%) and the United National Movement (65%). The high indices of positive
tone were accorded to the Georgian government (46%), the Adjarian government (24%) and the
coalition Georgian Dream (21%).

During the given period of monitoring we have come across a rather large article in droni.ge (“The
Expropriated Millions of Kezerashvili and Un-restored Justice – the hearing of Senta Group
Continues”, 22/June/2016), which gravely violated journalistic ethical norms. The mentioned
article carried unilateral grave accusations against the representatives of the former government.
The reporter’s text was also subjective; E.g. “the scheme was the same, as across the board: first
they snatched his property, then they arrested him and later, one of them was released to collect
money and another was kept as a hostage”.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude, that droni.ge manifests a negative attitude towards
the United National Movement and the positive one towards the Georgian government.

etanews.ge
In the given period of the monitoring a positive disposition was noticeable towards the ruling
team on etanews.ge and a comparatively negative one – while covering the United National
Movement and the former president Mikheil Saakashvili. The website actively covered the
activities of regional self-governments. The indicators of positive tone prevailed while covering
the mentioned subject. There was no trace of breach of journalistic standards and ethical norms
on the website.
Most intensively the activities of the government (32%) the local self-governments (27%) and the
prime minister (11%) had been covered during the given period of the monitoring. It is notable that
while covering all the mentioned subjects indicators of positive tone, percentagewise, prevailed.
High indicators of negative tone went to former president, Mikheil Saakashvili (41%) and the
political parties “Girchi” (35%), the Republican Party (32%) and the United National
Movement(28%).

As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that etanews.ge reveals a positive attitude towards
the ruling team on the one hand and on the other, comparatively negative attitude towards the
United National Movement and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili.

info9.ge
In the given period of monitoring info.ge reveals a positive attitude towards the Georgian
government on the one hand and a negative attitude towards the United National Movement
and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili on the other. Info.ge is one of the five websites
selected for the monitoring, which copy-pasted the material posted on the website of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning the donation of blood by the employees of the
law enforcement bodies on 5th June of 2016.
The most intensive coverage on info9.ge was provided to the activities of the government (43%)
and the prime minister (12%) in the given period of the monitoring. From the political parties the
United National Movement (7%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (5%) had been
most actively covered. Considerably high indicators of negative tone had been revealed while
covering the former president, Mikheil Saakashvili (53%) and the United National Movement
(45%). The high indicators of positive tone went to local self-governments (30%), Adjarian
government (24%) and the Georgian government (23%)
It is noteworthy that info9.ge is one of the five pages selected for the monitoring which copypasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning
the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5th June of 2016. The
website did not point out that the mentioned article had not been prepared by the editorial office
of info9.ge

As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that info9.ge clearly shows a positive attitude
towards the government and regional self-governments on the one hand and a negative one
towards the United National Movement and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili.

Interpressnews.ge
In the given period of the monitoring Interpressnews.ge did not show either a positive or a
negative attitude towards any of the political forces. The website prevails in negative tone
indicators both while covering the ruling party and the parliamentary opposition, the expresident, Mikheil Saakashvili and the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili.
interpressnews.ge is one of the five sites selected for the monitoring which copy-pasted the
material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning the
donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5 th June of 2016.
The activities of the government (35%) and the local self-government (9%) had been most
intensively covered in the given period of the monitoring. Out of the political parties the United
National Movement (9%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (7%) had been most
widely covered. High indicators of negative tone were revealed while covering the ex- president,
Mikheil Saakashvili (44%), former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili (35%), the United National
Movement (31%), the coalition Georgian Dream (21%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia (19%). The high percentage indicators of negative tone have not resurfaced while covering
other subjects of the monitoring.
It is noteworthy that interpressnews.ge is one of the five pages selected for the monitoring which
copy-pasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
concerning the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5 th June of
2016. The website did not refer to the fact that the mentioned article had not been prepared by
the editorial office of interpressnews.ge

As a result of the monitoring we can surmise that interpressnews.ge objectively and impartially
covers political processes underway in the country. The website does not manifest either a positive
or a negative attitude towards some political forces.

marshalpress.ge
in the given period of the monitoring marshalpress.ge clearly manifested a positive attitude
towards the ruling team and the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili on the one hand and
an utterly negative attitude towards the United National Movement and the ex-president,
mikheil Saakashvili, on the other. Negative tone indicators prevailed while covering the New
Georgia, the State for People and the Republican party.
The government (23%), the prime minister (14%), the United National Movement (14%) and the
former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili (9%) had been most intensively covered on the
marshalpress.ge website during the given period of the monitoring. Extremely high percent of
indicators of negative tone had been shown while covering the United National Movement (76%),
ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili (72%) and the party New Georgia(70%). High indicators of
negative tone went to the parties the State for People (55%) and the Republican Party (24%).
Rather high percentage of indicators of positive tone had been revealed while covering the former
prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (39%), the prime minster (32%), the government (25%) and the
parties the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (22%) and “for the United Georgia” (19%).
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude marshalpress.ge clearly shows an utterly negative
attitude towards the United National Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili and a
rather positive attitude towards the ruling party and the ex-prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili.

newposts.ge
During the given period of the monitoring newspost.ge did not show especially positive or
negative disposition towards some political force, albeit the website prevailed in the positive
tone indicators while covering the Georgian president and the prime minister. Newposts.ge is
one of the five sites selected for the monitoring which copy-pasted the material posted on the
website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning the donation of blood by the
employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5th June of 2016.
Newspost.ge has most intensively covered (33%) the government’s activity. The most covered out
of the political parties was the United National Movement (14%), Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia (7%) and the Free Democrats (4%). Considerably high percentage of indicators of negative
tone was revealed while covering the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili (48%) and the former prime
minister,Bidzina Ivanishvili (39%). Especially high indicators of either positive or negative tones
have not been revealed during the coverage of any of the other subjects.
It is noteworthy that newposts.ge is one of the five sites selected for the monitoring which copypasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning
the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5 th June of 2016. The
website did not point out that the mentioned article had not been prepared by the editorial office
of newposts.ge
Thanks to the monitoring we can conclude that newposts.ge does not show especially positive or
negative attitude to any of the political subjects. The website prevails in criticism of both the expresident Mikheil Saakashvili and the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili.

News.ge
During the given period of monitoring news.ge had not revealed either a positive or a negative
attitude towards any political force, although the site is predominantly filled with the high
percentage of indicators of negative tone while covering the former prime minister, Bidzina
Ivanishvili. The acute violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms have not been
disclosed on the website.
The activities of the government (29%), the United National movement ((14%), the prime minister
(10%) and the president (7%) had been most intensively covered during the given period of the
monitoring. A rather high indicator of negative tone was accorded the former prime minister,
Bidzian Ivanishvili (40%), and a rather high indicator of positive tone (27%) was revealed while
covering the prime minister. Especially high percentage of indicators of either positive or negative
tones had not been revealed while covering any of the other subjects.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that news.ge objectively and impartially covers the
political processes underway in the country. Journalistic standards and ethical norms are adhered
to. The former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili’s criticism is prevalent on the website.

palitratv.ge
During the given period of monitoring palitratv.ge had not shown either a positive or a negative
attitude towards any political force, although the website prevails in the criticism of the United
National Movement. The flagrant violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms have not
been tracked down on the palitratv.ge

The government (27%), the United National Movement (16%), the former prime minister bidzina
Ivanishvili (11%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (8%) had been most extensively
covered in the given period of the monitoring. Comparatively high percentage of indicators of
negative tone was shown while covering the United National Movement (19%). High percentage of
indicators of either positive or negative tones had not been revealed while covering any of the
other subjects.
During the period of monitoring palitratv.ge carried special political type of programs, prepared by
the website as well as extracts from different programs. The balance was preserved during the
selection of respondents in the mentioned programs and excerpts and quite lengthy addresses and
speeches of the ruling party and the representatives of both the parliamentary and nonparliamentary opposition were encountered.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that palitratv.ge does not reveal especially positive
or negative attitudes towards some political subjects. The website sticks to journalistic standards
and ethical norms.

Pirveli.com.ge
in the given period of the monitoring a positive disposition towards the ruling team and the
former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili on the one hand and a negative attitude towards the
United National Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili on the other is noticeable
on pirveli.com.ge. Pirveli.com.ge is one of the five sites selected for the monitoring which copy-

pasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
concerning the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5th June of
2016.
Pirveli.com.ge has most intensively highlighted the activities of the government (40%) and the
prime minister (13%). Out of the political parties the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (8%)
and the United National Movement (7%) got the biggest attention in terms of coverage. The
highest indicators of the negative tone were revealed while covering the ex-president Mikheil
Saakashvili (52%) and the United National Movement (44%). The high percentage of indicators of
positive tone went to the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvlili (37%), the Adjarian government
(35%) the prime minister (28%), local self governments (28%), the Georgian government (22%) and
the coalition Georgian Dream (22%).
It is noteworthy that pirveli.com.ge is one of the five sites selected for the monitoring which copypasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning
the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5th June of 2016. The
website did not mention the fact that the mentioned article had not been prepared by the editorial
office of pirveli.com.ge
As a result of the monitoring we conclude that pirveli.com.ge clearly shows the positive attitude
towards the ruling party and the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili on the one hand and a
negative attitude towards the United National Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili
on the other.

Presa.ge
In the given period of monitoring presa.ge showed a relatively negative attitude towards the
ruling team. The instances of flagrant violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms have
not been tracked down on the presa.ge

Out of the subjects of the monitoring presa.ge had most intensively covered the activities of the
government (27%), the United National Movement (17%), former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili
(11%), and the prime minister (9%). The high indicators of negative tone were revealed while
covering the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (49%), local self-governments (48%), and the
Coalition Georgian Dream(43%). Especially high indicators of negative tone percentagewise has not
been granted to any subject during the coverage.
During the given period of the monitoring we came across an article on presa.ge the title of which
had been prepared rather one-sidedly. The article “The police physically assaulted a clergyman –
what happened in Lanchkhuti?” also presents a rebuttal of the claim about the physical assault of
a clergyman by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, albeit the article had been prepared only
in accordance with the declaration of the victim. It is to be noted that later the victim himself
withdrew his initial declaration. As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that presa.ge reveals
a relatively negative disposition to the ruling party. The instances of grave violations of journalistic
standards or ethical norms have not been found on the website.

Reportiori.ge
In the given period of the monitoring an utterly negative attitude towards the United National
Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili on the one hand and a rather positive
attitude towards the ruling team and the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili on the other
was noticeable. We had come across the cases of violations of journalistic standards and ethical
norms on the website. reportiori.ge is one of the five pages selected for the monitoring which
copy-pasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia

concerning the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5 th June of
2016.
Reportiori.ge has most intensively covered the activities of the government (22%), the United
National Movement (17%) the prime minister (10%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgian (10%). The utterly high percentage of indicators of negative tone were revealed while
covering the United National Movement (84%), ex-president mikheil Saakashvili (83%) and the
republican party (75%). The high indicators of positive tone went to local self governments (37%),
former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (30%), the Georgian government (25%), the Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (22%) and the prime minister (20%).
The journalists of reportiori.ge frequently openly express their negative attitude while covering the
United National Movement and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili. While covering the
mentioned subjects the use of offensive terminology by the journalists took place (E.g. “the
Criminal Steps by the Nationals”, 31 May, 2016). During the period of monitoring the website also
published an article by the newspaper “Asaval-Dasavali”, which gravely breached the norms of
journalistic ethics (“the Fig-leaves of Saakashvili Gathered in the Fig Valley”, 24th May, 2016).
It is noteworthy that reportiori.ge is one of the five pages selected for the monitoring which copypasted the material posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia concerning
the donation of blood by the employees of the law enforcement bodies on 5 th June of 2016. The
website did not refer to the fact that the mentioned article had not been prepared by the editorial
office of reportiori.ge
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that reportiori.ge clearly shows an utterly negative
attitude towards the United National Movement and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili, and a
positive attitude towards the ruling team and the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili. On the
website we come across the cases of violation of journalistic standards and ethical norms.

Tabula.ge
tabula.ge did not reveal a specially positive or negative attitude towards some political forces in
the given period of monitoring, although the site prevailed in the negative tone indicators while
covering the local self-governments and the Georgian government. The instances of grave
violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms have not been detected on the website.
Tabula.ge has most intensively covered the government (28%) United National Movement (22%),
former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (13%), and the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia
(12%). High percentage indicators of negative tone were revealed while covering the local selfgovernments’ (55%) and the government’s activity (27%). Relatively higher indicators of positive
tone were handed to the party the State for People (24%) and the prime minister (22%). Especially
high percentage of indicators of either positive or negative tones had not been revealed while
covering any of the other subjects.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that positive or negative attitudes towards some
political subjects are not noticeable on tabula.ge. The website keeps with the journalistic standards
and ethical norms.

civil.ge
civil.ge had rather objectively and impartially highlighted political processes underway in the
country during the given period of the monitoring. The website did not show either a positive or
a negative attitude towards some political force. The journalistic standards and ethical norms
were kept up. Civil.ge is distinguished for its in-depth coverage.
Civil.ge had most intensively covered the United National Movement (23%), the prime minister
(14%), the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (14%) and the government (14%). Especially high
percentage of indicators of either positive or negative tones had not been revealed while covering
any of the subjects. Relatively high indicator of negative tone was accorded to the former prime
minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (30%) and a relatively high indicator of positive tone – to the Free
Democrats (19%).
It is notable that during the period of monitoring civil.ge was distinguished for its in-depth
coverage of issues. Also, the separate articles often carried differing opinions.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that civil.ge rather objectively covers the processes
underway in the country. The website highly protects journalistic standards and ethical norms.

Dfwatch.net
During the given period of monitoring dfwatch.ge had not shown either a positive or a negative
attitude towards any political force, although the website prevailed in negative tone while
covering the United National Movement and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili. The
instances of grave violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms have not been pinpointed
on the website.
During the period of monitoring dfwatch.net had most intensively covered the government
(18%)and ex-prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (18%). From the political parties the Democratic
Georgia (13%) and the United National Movement (13%) have been most actively covered. High
indicators of negative tone, percentagewise, have been found while covering the ex-president,
Mikheil Saakashvili (41%) and the United National Movement (37%). And the high index of positive
tone was granted to the prime minister (15%). High percentage of indicators of either positive or
negative tones had not been revealed while covering any of the other subjects.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that dfwatch.ge objectively covers the processes
underway in the country, though the site prevails in criticism of the United National Movement
and the ex-president, Mikheil Saakashvili. The journalistic standards and ethical norms are
preserved on dfwatch.ge

Conclusion
The lack of critical analysis is noticeable in Georgian online media. The majority of the websites
posts declarations of different politicians and the activities of state structures without comment.
We rarely come across the in-depth coverage and analyses of different issues. Presentation of
differing points of view and opinions in separate articles is also very infrequent. It has to be noted
that the cases of grave violations of norms of journalistic ethics are rather rare. Only 2 out of the
16 websites selected for the monitoring carried the cases of flagrant breaches of the journalistic
standards and ethical norms.
Almost half of the selected media means prevailed in percentage indicators of positive tone while
covering the government’s activities. It is noteworthy that only 2 out of the 16 websites selected
for the monitoring prevailed in criticism against the ruling team, and only slightly.
It is to be noted that only 5 websites selected for the monitoring simultaneously published the
material posted on the website of the Ministry of the Internal Affairs of Georgia on the donation
of blood for charitable reasons by the employees of the law enforcement bodies. None of the
websites pointed to the fact that the article had not been prepared by the website. It is especially
worthy of attention that 4 out of the mentioned 5 websites prevail in positive tone indicators while
covering the ruling party.
Coming out from the given results, we can propose to the online media outlets the following
recommendations:



It is desirable that the online publications offer to the reader the in-depth analysis of the
issues more frequently;
The reporters must try to offer to the reader the versatility of information sources and
opinions in separate articles, for the opinions presented in the articles not to be one sided






and enable the reader to get acquainted with different points of view on different issues
and draw conclusions on their own.
It is desirable that the online publications avoid selecting grave accusations expressed
towards different politicians, unless the article carries another party’s explanation;
The representatives of online media are obliged to control how well the journalistic
standards and ethical norms are protected in those advertising articles which are posted on
their sites.
It is absolutely obligatory that the media clearly points out that the article posted on its
website does not represent the work of editorial office.

