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The Civic Development Institute (CDI) is implementing the monitoring of online media within the
framework of the project entitled “Study of the Media Coverage of the 2016 Parliamentary
Elections” funded by the European Union (EU) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP). The monitoring is carried out from 20 May to 19 December, 2016 and covers 17 online
publications: allnews.ge, ambebi.ge, droni.ge, etanews.ge, info9.ge, interpessnews.ge,
marshalpress.ge, netgazeti.ge, newposts.ge, news.ge, palitratv.ge, pirveli.com.ge, presa.ge,
reportiori.ge, tabula.ge, civil.ge, dfwatch.net.
This report presents the media monitoring results for the period of 26 September through 2
November, 2016.
The monitoring has revealed the following key findings:


“United National Movement” and “Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia” again attracted
the highest online media attention;



The neutral tone indicators have relatively increased, while both positive and negative
tones have decreased in the online media coverage of the above parties;



Majority of the online media outlets under monitoring actively and objectively covered the
election days, ballot count procedures, and election results;



In contrast to the previous rounds of monitoring, the online media paid greater attention to
in-depth analyses of issues, especially when covering the election outcomes.



Majority of the websites more or less follow journalistic standards and ethical norms. There
was practically no use of offensive or discriminatory language by journalists.



Two websites (droni.ge and presa.ge) revealed their unilateral support of Mr Tsezar
Chocheli, an independent candidate, campaigning against Mr Dimitri Khundadze, from
“Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia” in the second round of elections.



Mixing of an editorial content with one prepared under contractual agreements continues
to be the serious challenge for the online media.



During the present monitoring cycle five online media sources (info9.ge, pirveli.com.ge,
newposts.ge, reportiori.ge, marshalpress.ge) reprinted the article posted on the web site of
the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) about the Minister opening the rehabilitated fire
department in Gori. None of the websites indicated the MIA as the source of the article.

Two similar cases have already been included in a special report on the second round of the
election, where in one case four websites (info9.ge, interpressnews.ge, pirveli.com.ge, and
presa.ge) were identified as publishing an article about the meeting of Mr Valeri Gelashvili, a
candidate of “Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia” with his electorate, and only presa.ge
indicated that the article was an advertisement. And in another case the article about the meeting
of Ms Nino Tsilosani, the candidate of “Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia”, with the
representatives of civil society organisations, was published by four websites (info9.ge,
newsposts.ge, pirveli.com.ge, and presa.ge) and again only presa.ge indicated that the article was
an advertisement.

allnews.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring the indices of negative tone went down and the neutral
tone indices grew on allnews.ge while covering the politicians. The cases of grave violations of
journalistic standards and ethical norms were not detected on the website. Allnews.ge actively
and objectively covered parliamentary election day and the election results.
Activities of the parties the National United movement (27%), Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia (18%), Republican Party (9%) and the government (9 %) were most actively covered on
allnews.ge during the period of monitoring. Rather high percentage of indices of negative tone
were revealed while covering the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (30 %) and the Labor
Party (25%). The highest percentage of indices of positive tone went to the prime minister
(16%),the Free Democrats (6%) and the Democratic Movement – United Georgia (6%)
It is noteworthy, that during the pre-election days allnews.ge covered information on the election
programs of political parties (e.g. “What is written in the healthcare programs of the political
parties participating in the elections”, 3 October.)
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that allnews.ge actively and objectively covered the
election process. During the given period of monitoring the positive or negative tone indices
toward any political force was not noticeable on the website.

ambebi.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring the negative tone indices decreased and the positive tone
indices increase while covering the political parties. Though in connection with the elections we
came across one article in which the United National Movement was referred to in utterly
negative tone, using extremely offensive terminology.

Ambebi.ge covered the activities of the United National Movement (28%) and the Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (28%) most actively. The highest indices of negative tone were
revealed while covering the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (52 %), the ex-president
MIkheil Saakashvili (14%) and the bloc State for People (11%). The high percentage of indices of
positive was not revealed while covering any of the subjects of the monitoring.
During the given period of monitoring ambebi.ge ran an article in which the National United
movement was shown utterly negatively. In the article “The United National Movement’s
Obituary” (1 October) the author used insulting terminology while covering the mentioned party. It
is noteworthy that it is pointed out that the article is prepared by ambebi.ge
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that especially positive or negative attitudes toward
any political party was not revealed during the quantitative analysis of the articles published on
ambebi.ge a negative one toward the parliamentary opposition is noticeable on the website. The
cases of grave violations of journalistic standards and ethical norms were not disclosed on
ambebi.ge. Albeit, we ran across an editorial in which the United National Movement was
presented in an extremely negative light

civil.ge
In the fourth period of monitoring civil.ge still objectively and impartially covered political
processes underway in the country. Civil.ge is distinguished for its in-depth coverage of issues
and versatility of sources in its articles.
Civil.ge most actively covered the activities of the United National Movement (23%) and the
Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (20%). High percentage of negative tone indices was

revealed while covering the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili (62%) and the ex-president
Mikheil Saakashvili (23%). High percent of positive tone index was earned by the United National
Movement (17%).
In the given period of monitoring civil.ge actively covered the issues connected with the elections.
The website offered the reader a detailed information in connection with the election procedures
( e.g. in the articles „CEC Summarizes Proportional, Majoritarian MP election Results” - 24 October;
„Preliminary Runoff Results Give Big Lead to GDDG” - 31 October).
As a result of monitoring we can conclude that civil.ge actively and impartially covered the
parliamentary election process. The website covered the election results and the issues connected
with staffing the future parliament.

Dfwatch.net
In the fourth period of monitoring the negative tone indices while covering political parties
decreased and the positive tone ones increased. The website does not manifest positive or
negative attitude toward any political force. Journalistic standards and ethical norms are abided
by.
dfwatch.net most actively covered activities of the United National Movement (24%) and Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (24%) . High percentage of negative tone indices was detected while
covering the bloc State for People (58%) the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvi (50%) and the
ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili (23%) . The highest index of positive tone was earned by the prime
minister (29%).

As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that dfwatch.ge still objectively and impartially
covers the political processes underway in the country. During the given period of monitoring
neutral tone indices increased on the website.

droni.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring droni.ge clearly manifested an extremely positive
attitude while covering the independent majority candidate Cesar Chocheli and an utterly
negative one in the second round of elections while covering his opponent, Dimitri Khundadze.
The journalistic standards and ethical norms were frequently violated while covering the
mentioned subject. Quite often we came across unsubstantiated discussions from the part of the
reporters on the site, which were not grounded on the relevant facts. WhileThe website does not
properly demarcate advertising articles from the editorial materials. droni.ge published a
number of articles where journalists covered the pre-election activity of independent majority
candidate Cezar Chocheli very positively.
droni.ge covered most actively activities of the the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (24%),
the Central Election Committee (15%), Bidzina Ivanishvili (12%) and Cezar Chocheli (10%). High
percentage of negative tone indices was revealed while covering the former prime minister,
Bidzina Ivanishvili (46%), the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (41%) and the ex-president
Mikheil Saakashvili(24%). High percentage of positive tone indices went to Cezar Chocheli (29%)
droni.ge clearly manifested support for Cezar Chocheli, the independent majority candidate.
During the given period of monitoring droni.ge published quite a number of articles in which the
mentioned candidate was extremely positively and his opponent extremely negatively presented.
In the mentioned articles we found the cases of grave violations of journalistic standards and
ethical norms. (e.g. in the articles” “If Cesar Chocheli wins, the people win – great meeting in

Tserovani”, 3 October, “Political slap to Khundadze, what the party votes of Georgian Dream were
swapped for in Mtskheta?”, 26 October).
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude, that droni.ge was covering the pre-election as well
as the second round of election processes by means of grave violations of journalistic standards
and ethical norms. The website was unilaterally discrediting the member of Georgian Dream –
Democratic Georgia, Dimitri Khundadze.

etanews.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring positive tone indices still prevailed while covering the
ruling party and the negative tone indices while covering the United National Movement. The
cases of grave violations of journalistic standards and ethical norms were not detected on the
website.
Activities of the government (30%), the United National Movement (13%) the party “Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (13%), the prime minister (12%) and the prime minister (9%) were
covered most actively on etanews.ge. High percent of positive tone indices was revealed while
covering the local self-governments (66%), the prime minister (41%). High percent of negative
tone indices went to the United National Movement (27%).
Unlike the previous period of monitoring the positive tone indices were prevalent while covering
the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili and the negative tone indices - while covering the former
prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili in the given period of monitoring on atenews.ge. the mentioned
changes were triggered by the fact that etanews.ge actively covered the ex-presidents calls, in
which the respondent positively spoke about himself and negatively – about the former prime
minister, Bidzina Ivanisshvili (e.g. in the articles: “We have to use all combat channels to bring

through our ideas – Saakashvili”, 28 October, “Mikheil Saakashvili – I will not embrace and
recognize the fraudulent results”, 31 October).
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that the positive tone indices still prevail while
covering the ruling team on etanews.ge. The website upholds the journalistic ethic norms.

info9.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring a positive attitude toward the ruling party a negative one
toward the United National Movement was still noticeable on info9.ge. On the website we
come across articles which are not prepared by the editorial board, though the sources where
the articles came from are not pointed out .
The activities of the government (31 %), Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (21%) and the
United National Movement (12%) were most actively covered on info9.ge. High indices of positive
tone were revealed while covering the local self-governments (49%), Adjara government (44%),
Georgian government (32%), the prime minister (27%) and Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia
(20%). High indices of negative tone went to the bloc State for People (51%), former prime minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili (41%), the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili (39%) and the United National
Movement (38%).
info9.ge is one of the five sites, which during the period of monitoring copy-pasted the information
posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs about opening of a renovated fire-brigaderescue building by MIA minister in Gori. None of the five sites pointed out that that the material
was gotten from the ministry website. It is noteworthy, that the same article was published by
interpressnews.ge, which had pointed out that the mentioned article was prepared in the
framework of a commercial agreement.

As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that a positive attitude toward the ruling party is
still noticeable on info9.ge. The website does not demarcate the articles prepared in the
framework of commercial agreements from the editorial materials.

Interpressnews.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring the positive tone indices prevailed while covering the
ruling team positive tone indices – while covering United National Movement. The website very
actively and objectively covered the parliamentary election process. We came across a number
of articles in interpressnews.ge which were identical to the texts on other websites published as
advertisements though interpressnews.ge did not point out whether the mentioned articles
were the editorial work or prepared in the framework of commercial agreements.
Activities of the government (24%), Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (19) and the United
National Movement were most actively covered on the interpressnews.ge. Rather high indicators
of positive tone were revealed while covering the local self-governments (51%), prime minister
(38%) and the government (35%). High percentage of indices of negative tone was earned by the
ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili (45%), former prime –minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili (39%) the bloc
State for People (22%) and the United National Movement (29%).
In the given period of monitoring we came across a number of articles on interpressnews.ge (e.g.
“Valeri Gelashvili continues meetings with the population” 24 October; “Zaza Gabunia continues to
meetings with the population in Temka and Sanzona”, 24 October; “Valeri Gelashvili and Sozar
Subar met IDP’s living in Khashuri”, 25 October), which were identical to the text published on
pressa.ge. It is noteworthy that these articles were published as advertisement on pressa.ge but on
interpressnews.ge they did not point out this fact.

As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that positive attitude while covering the ruling team
prevails on the interpressnews.ge. The website does not demarcate the articles prepared in the
framework of commercial agreements from the editorial materials.

marshalpress.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring utterly negative tone indices while covering the United
National Movement and the former president Mikheil Saakashvili and the positive tone indices
toward the ruling team was clearly seen on marshalpress.ge. We come across articles on the
website, which were not prepared by the editorial staff, though it was not pointed out where the
mentioned material was taken from.
Activities of the party Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (27%) the United National Movement
(19%) and the government (14%) were most actively covered on marshalpress.ge. Extremely high
percentage of indices of negative tone was shown while covering the Labor Party (79), Mikheil
Saakashvili (68%) the United National Movement (59%) and the bloc State for People (54). The
highest indices of positive tone went to the government (27%) the former prime minister, Bidzina
Ivanishvili (18%), and Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (12%).
Marshalprees.ge is one of the five websites, which during the given period of monitoring copy
pasted the information posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs concerning
opening of the renovated building of fire-brigade-rescue services building by the MIA minister in
Gori.. None of the five websites pointed out that the material was gotten from the Ministry
website. It is noteworthy, that the same article was published by interpressnews.ge, which pointed
out that the mentioned article was prepared in the framework of a commercial agreement.

As a result of monitoring we can conclude that marshalpress.ge clearly shows a negative attitude
to the parliamentary opposition and the ex-president and positive attitude toward the ruling team.
The website does not demarcate the articles prepared in the framework of commercial
agreements from the editorial materials.

Netgazeti.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring netgazeti.ge still objectively and impartially covered the
political processes underway in the country. The website upholds the journalistic ethical norms
to a high standard. It must be noted that netgazeti.ge clearly demarcates the articles prepared in
the framework of commercial agreements from the editorial materials.
Netgazeti.ge covers most actively the activities of the government (20%), the United National
Movement (17%) and the party Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (14%). Comparatively high
percentage of negative tone indices were revealed while covering the former prime minister
Bidzina Ivanishvili (48%). Especially high indices of either positive or negative tone were not
revealed while covering other subjects of the monitoring.
During the given period of monitoring netgazeti.ge offered to its readers the detailed information
concerning the election procedures. The website actively covered the parliamentary elections day
as well as the issues connected with the second round of elections (e.g. “The results of the second
round of elections (infographic)”, 31 October).
As a result we can conclude that netgazeeti.ge actively and impartially covered the issues
connected with the parliamentary elections. The website is distinguished for the in-depth analysis
of the issues and versatility of information sources.

newposts.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring the positive attitude while covering the ruling team was
still conspicuous on newposts.ge. Though in comparison with the previous periods of monitoring
the negative tone indices toward the parliamentary opposition and the ex-president deceased.
On newposts.ge we encounter the articles, which has not been prepared by the editorial board
although it does not even point out where the mentioned articles were gotten from.
Newspost.ge covered the government’s (27%), Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia’s (18%) and
the United National Movement (15%) activities most actively. The high percentage of positive tone
indices was revealed while covering the local self-governments (44%), the prime-minister (37%)
and the government (22%). In comparison with the previous period of monitoring the negative
tone indices toward the United National Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili went
down.
Newposts.ge is one of the five websites, which during the given period of monitoring copy pasted
the information posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs concerning opening of the
renovated building of fire-brigade-rescue services building by the MIA minister in Gori. None of the
five websites pointed out that the material was gotten from the Ministry website. It is noteworthy,
that the same article was published by interpressnews.ge, which pointed out that the mentioned
article was prepared in the framework of a commercial agreement.
As a result of monitoring we can conclude that the positive attitude toward the ruling team is still
noticeableThe website does not demarcate between the editorial materials and the articles
prepared in the framework of commercial agreement.

News.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring the the positive or negative attitudes toward any political
force was not noticeable on news.geThe violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms
were not found on the site.
The activities of the United National movement (21%), the government (20%), and Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (16%) were covered most actively. High indices of negative tone were
revealed while covering the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (36%), the former prime
minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (65%), the United National Movement (30%) and the ex-president
Mikheil Saakashvili (45%). Especially high indices of positive tone were not revealed while covering
any of the subjects of monitoring
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that news.ge still impartially covers the political
processes underway in the country. The website actively covered parliamentary elections process.

palitratv.ge
In the fourth period of monitoring the positive or negative tone indices were not noticeable on
palitratv.ge. The website covered the parliamentary election process very actively and
objectively.
The activities of the United National movement (25%), the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia
(16%) and the government (13%) were most actively covered on palitra.ge. High percentage of
negative tone indices were revealed while covering the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili
(42%), the United National movement (25%) the bloc the State for People (21), the ex-president
Mikheil Saakashvili (20%) and the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia 19%). The highest indices
of positive tone – while covering the local self-governments (31%) and the prime-minister (20%).
During the period of monitoring palitratv.ge posted special, political type programs prepared by
the site as well as clips or excerpts from other programs. Balance was preserved in the mentioned
programs and extracts during the selection of respondents and the lengthy speeches of the ruling
party representatives as well as representatives from both the parliamentary and nonparliamentary opposition were also found.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that palitra.ge objectively and impartially covered
the election process. The website adheres to Flagrant violations of journalistic standards and
ethical norms were not found on the website.

Pirveli.com.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring utterly negative tone indices while covering the United
National Movement and ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili and the positive tone ones toward the
ruling party were still obvious. drastically increased on pirveli.com.ge during the given period of

monitoring. We come across articles on the website, which were not prepared by the editorial
staff, though it is not pointed out where the mentioned material was taken from.
pirveli.com.ge covered activities of the government (22%), the party Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia (22%), and the United National Movement (13%) most actively. High percentage of
negative tone indices was revealed while covering Mikheil Saakashvili (65%) and the United
National Movement (52%). High positive tone indices were earned by the prime minister (60%),
local self-governments (36%), the Georgian government (35%) and Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia (32%) .
Newposts.ge is one of the five websites, which during the given period of monitoring copy pasted
the information posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs concerning opening of the
renovated building of fire-brigade-rescue services building by the MIA minister in Gori. None of the
five websites pointed out that the material was gotten from the Ministry website. It is noteworthy,
that the same article was published by interpressnews.ge, which pointed out that the mentioned
article was prepared in the framework of a commercial agreement.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that pirveli.com.ge clearly shows a negative attitude
toward the United National Movement and ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili. The website does not
demarcate between the editorial materials and the articles prepared under commercial agreement.

Presa.ge
An utterly positive attitude toward the independent majority candidate, Cesar Chocheli, and an
extremely negative one toward his opponent in the second round of elections, Dimitry
Khundadze, was clearly noticeable during the coverage on presa.ge in the fourth period of
monitoring. While covering the mentioned subject we came across the facts of violations of

journalistic standards and ethical norms. We found the facts of unsubstantiated argumentation
on the part of the journalists on presa.ge which was not propped up by the relevant facts.
Activities of the United National Movement (24 %) and Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia
(15%) were most actively covered on presa.ge. Especially high percentage of indices of negative
tone was revealed while covering the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili (56%), the Georgian
Dream – Democratic Georgia (36%) and the government (19%) . The highest index of positive tone
was earned by Cezar Chocheli (35%)
Presa.ge clearly showed support of the independent majority candidate, Cesar Chocheli. During the
given period of monitoring we came across quite a number of articles, where the mentioned
candidate was very positively and his opponent – very negatively represented. In the mentioned
articles we came across the facts of violations of journalistic standards and ethical norms (e.g. in
the articles “My family and relatives, all who I know and who live here, vote for Cesar Chocheli…
Chocheli is better”, 26 September; thousands of us support the Georgian Dream as a party, but we
do not support the candidate of the Georgian Dream, Dimitri Khundadze”, 3 October).
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that presa.ge covered the pre-election as well as the
second round of elections process by means of violations of journalistic standards and ethical
norms. The website was unilaterally discrediting the candidate of Georgian Dream – Democratic
Georgia, Dimitri Khundadze.

Reportiori.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring an utterly negative attitude toward the United National
Movement and the ex-president Mikheil Saakashvili and a positive one for the ruling party and
the former prime minister Bidzina Ivanishvili was clearly noticeable on reportiori.ge. We come

across articles on the website, which were not prepared by the editorial staff though it is not
pointed out where the mentioned material was taken from.
Reportiori.ge covered activities of the Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (29%), the United
National Movement (25%) and the government (13%) most actively. Extremely high percentage of
indices of negative tone was revealed while covering the Labor Party (96%), Mikheil Saakashvili
(88%), the United National Movement (83%) and the bloc State for the People (72%). The highest
indices of positive tone were earned by the local self-governments (51%), the government (30%),
Bidzina Ivanishvili (23%) . prime minister (74%), Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (17%).
reportiori.ge is one of the five websites, which during the given period of monitoring copy pasted
the information posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs concerning opening of the
renovated building of fire-brigade-rescue services building by the MIA minister in Gori. None of the
five websites pointed out that the material was gotten from the Ministry website. It is noteworthy,
that the same article was published by interpressnews.ge, which pointed out that the mentioned
article was prepared in the framework of a commercial agreement.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that reportiori.ge clearly shows positive attitude
while covering the ruling team and a negative one toward the parliamentary opposition and expresident. The website does not discriminate between the editorial materials and the articles
prepared in the framework of commercial agreements.

Tabula.ge
During the fourth period of monitoring negative tone indices toward the ruling team was still
prevalent on tabula.ge . Though we found the criticism mostly in the respondents’ declarations

and not the journalist’s texts. Grave violations of journalistic standards or ethical norms were
not detected on tabula.ge.
tabula.ge covered activities of the United National Movement (22%) the party Georgian Dream –
Democratic Georgia (18%), the government (16%), most intensively. The highest percentage of
negative tone indices was revealed while covering the former prime minister, Bidzina Ivanishvili
(41%) Georgian Dream – Democratic Georgia (29%), the bloc State for People (29%), the expresident Mikheil Saakashvili (28%), Salome Zurabishvili (28%), the local self-governments (28%)
and the government (27%). High indices of positive tone were not revealed for any subject of the
monitoring.
As a result of the monitoring we can conclude that tabula.ge rather actively and objectively
covered the parliamentary election process. Though the website prevails in criticism of the ruling
part.

Conclusion
In comparison with the previous periods neutral tone indices while covering the political parties
increased in online media, as the majority of the websites actively covered the information
promulgated by the Central Election Committee in connection with the results of the elections.
Unlike the previous periods of monitoring the in-depth analysis of the issues was more frequent
especially in connection with the election results and the procedures of staffing of the future
parliament.
The majority of the websites actively and objectively covered the parliamentary election process.
The endeavors to openly back up a concrete candidate and discredit his opponent was clearly

noticeable on the websites droni.ge and presa.ge. reportiori.ge, marshalpress.ge და pirveli.com.ge.
were still distinguished by one-sided coverage of the events.
It must be noted that in the given period of monitoring the cases of grave violations of journalistic
standards and ethical norms in online media are very rare.
Insufficient demarcation of editorial materials from the articles prepared in the framework of
commercial contracts still remains one of the main challenges for the online media.
It is noteworthy, that during the third period of monitoring 5 web-publications copy pasted the
information posted on the website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and none of the websites
pointed out where the material was taken from. Similar cases were detected during the coverage
of election subjects too.

